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l. 8uBJBOTs 

Thoroughfare Gap and Bnvirone. 

2• ·I.oOATION: 

·' 

Situated at the line of Prinoe Willitt.m $nd _ J~uciuire . .. 
· Count,.ee_,, .. on the John Karsh.all "Highwaj, Boute f66, .. 
4. 6 . miles west of HaJinarket, V~rg1n1a, ana_. :tiv~ . mlle.s . 
from the Plaine in J'auqu~re Oounty. . · . . . . 

· 3. D.lfB: 

·I>rior to .1753• 

4. . OW.lfllRBHIP & 

From ·the ~14dle · of the 18th oeritur1 until° 103&, ~hen · · 
"there was .a "division of .- the property and . at the preaent 
·-~ime .th.e heirs of Ur. William BeverlJ . own. the . lail4 eoutl 

... ·ea.et :.of. tha:road, 1'8ss:rs. Furr and Kerr the l!lill proper• 
ty and . the land ·. on the other side of the BailrOad traok 
belongs to :Hee ere• · Geox-g•f am Samuel. Blight, 1tho ~eri· 
.ted it from · the Chapman ee.tate. .ilighteen aoree lying 01 
both sides . ()f the road, immediately _through. the . ~ap ,"· ·ha1 
been reoently purohaeed and ~,.onverted ~l)to a reoreationE 
Park· by the J'eQ.eral Government. · . · .·. . 

· 5~ ·. DEORIP~IOlfi 

~o the northwest of the. · ~oaa ·· ~n the wa·t~rs ·of Bro~ ibin1 is the old stone mill that was for so ·many 1ears opera~ 
t ed by the · Ohaprrian. family. : also · t .he rui~a of the . old miJ 
bui~ding and ~he Qh~pman mansion. ~re to the north. · ~8 .. 

· mountai_ns · which r,_ee ~ a ·sheer rooky wall, . fern". and la1ir• 
oover.ed form a beautif\11 . baokgro~Dd to the waters . of 
Broad · ~ri:. · and the peak to the south s°!de of the Gap -18 
Pond 1lountain,. that on the -north side, Leather Ooat. · 

. . . . ·: 

6. . -H.IaTORIW SIGN-UIOAUQ~: . 
\ .. 

;'£0 beg~n the. hls.tory o:f . thl.e Gap, . 1 ~ would· be neoesai.ry 
.. to · go baok-. to the tiipe . when the Red . Man was the on17 

· ·traveler along the way, and this was evidently a ·. favor-
1 t .e meetlng· plaoe ·for · the tribes who paeeed ·along the . · 
Oarolina .. road onl7. four ".and- one-half· miles · away• making 
th~ detour here . for fishing and. perhaps .trading w1 th otl 

· er tribes • . On the south side · of the ~. ·about five. · .. 
hunar·ea ·feet from the road, · is· what appea~e . to ii.av~ beei 
a . otpnping groµnd, ~.e late Ur • . \Yillism Beverl7 had ··: .· 

· made el oolleot1on of .arrow · heads, many . of them· of the · 
beautiful .. white quart~_ · that . abo\inds here, 1,1nd· shards of 

·pottery· that· ·1e mos~ inter~s~ing, _· ~.speoially· as to the 
identity Of'., the ·latter's Origi~.· · . ; . · . . . · 
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. L~ri. Fairfax,. h~ving . large. traot·s. ·of ia.r1d ··east and wes.t 
· of ·the Blu.e Rid.ge, ·whioh he wieb.ed surveyed and. mapp~d; 

engaged · George :wae.hi.ngton .. ·'in 1748; to ~ke t .he survey. 
: Washington· was . three . year~ oomplet~n.g the job., making 

.frequent ·visits :· t ·o .t3elvoir. and )tount .Vernon during tha.t 
. · · time. : . m· the .1ear 1'148 . or 1:749, he surveyed and · .took 
. . the .. heights . of .the B~l Run ·¥oµnt.ains at th~ Gap and 

named them • . ··The ·peak ·on the s.outh sia,e . 9f Thor9ugh!'9 . · 
fare . Gap• h.e .called Pond Mountain, ~e at that. ·time .t):ler 

. · wa~ a pond there, ~orme~ by the damming of· the waters 
· · ..... · at the foot , of. the .m~tain, and. a splendid fishing. BJ>O 

muoh : frequent~d by. the lndlane. 

Th• p~ak on the . north s.iCie·, he named .Leath~r Ooat. Jl_oun .. 
'tain, · in· honor. of an 914 woman who .lived in a log cabin 

. about fifty.- yards· t.rom ··a .. very fine epr·1~g that is known 
· . .. as Spout Spring • . She .did .the. cooking for Washington . 

8.nd his party. at the. t~me that· they. were. working there·. 
· ·. 1'raditi"on ·hae. it ". that :she ·wore a leather ooat and apron 
. : all- th.e time t . regardless . Qf the . season, and ·Was 1008;1.l~ 
· . ·imoWn. ae ''Mot}:ler Leather Ooat." · : · ·. . ·· · 

.W.1 thin the · memo~y .. of some.· .of tne ·older . residents •. ·:the'' 
he'arthetones and other .. evidenoee . of. a log .oabin· ooul:,.d 
.etill ·be". eeen .at the ·spot .indioated ' ae· being ·the .. eite·: · 
of her .o~bin. . Sp.out· ~ring is noted for 1 ts fine wate:r 
and ·people come. :trom·milee · to o~rry . 1t aw~y, . ! . . 

t . .A.ft·e~ t.he . foQt~printe .of inoooae ined f~et . we.re no . lo:p.ge.r. 
loiown 1 ·the Gap· and Thoroughfare ·Pike, a8 that par.t of ~ 

·. highwe.y ·was ·, known, saw ~ravel.ere ·.from. the lower county 
. . going .West~ here flowed the art.1Qlee . ot ooinmeroe goine 

. to · ~lexandria and Fredericksburg and · the· "baok settle
·. ment·e, "se·nding butter, cheese, fl.ax, h.emp·, wheat, · flou:r 
. ~rid · · soine tobaooo, -. whe~. lt ·was worth th~ee shill~nge a· 

· · .p.oru;id; 1-t wae .. worth e1x · t1me~ ~hat o~ . wheat, but a gene 
. . . . . ation· l~ter, . Cµlpepper.'~ Act, · au~horize·d · payments · of-

··· . . . . ... . debts in o.omnoditiee ·other than tobaooo; ·.-soon. ,oaueed. 
· : · wheat to become the orop ·of· greatest importr,.noe. Abou't 

. tw.enty yeare . .-1ater, .176'1, the, Ohap~n Hill was .built a1 
. : . Thoroughfare 'Gap . a,nd . she.red -in the large amount ·o;f flot 

. · .: produoed ~t Sudley Uill, Bull Run ·and Bsl.ladine 'e, at. 

. ~--. 
t ; . . . . .. 

... ·. 

.. 
•' 

. · Oeooqua~. · . . · .. : · ·. . · ·· · .· · · · 

. The plke .. must. ha~.e. b·een a very busy·. r:oad in · t.h~ee days 
wJ;ien the great·· wago~e drawn l)y six horees., :· gay with.be) 

. ~rought wheat .fr.o~ the P!a9mond. a.nd Val.lay · eeotione, d1 
of o.attle · and .· fl.o~ke ·of turkeys .inad·e t.heir way along 1 
place .to· the markets o:f Al~xandrla. . John Marshall tre.i 
t;ti~e ·· road ~I). · h~q · .. g~g. but th~ · great "4a1 for-.-_ the Ge.:p oan 

. on :August 26 ,. 1862~ ·When ·.Stonewall .. ·JaokeQn p~seed throi 
· ·: to ·a ·poei tion .. directly so.roe.a from the".· invaders . oommun1 

· ~ tione at ·:aristow, . and . it was the ·tinp·r.eoedented movemet 
of ·e; ·troop thirt1 ... s1x mi~es ·~n .. a. day,· whfoh br~ught ·on 
Seoo~ ·Battle ot :Manaee~s. · 

[2._·1 
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.·Mr~ William Beverly, who. was a·· boy of ten at ·-t~a.t .time, 
near the beglnn~g of the War l3etw&en · the .~tat es. told 
of · General Lee spending -the night. at ''Avenel, '' the home 
of his father. ju~t ·.the .other side of ·the Gap, and of bi1 
rid'ing baok.· :of G~neral . ~ee, · on ''Traveler,,,. the J}&xt . mo_i-n· 
ing, as h"e . tried to eight hie men from th~ ;hill, .just . 
thrpugb the · Gap, on the FauqW.sit ·aide. · !Chere was also 

·an old oolored· woman who ·wae, as a ohild, greatly amus~d 
at Gene~al Stuart having ·some, of· hie ~ooute ti~·b~~hee 

. to -the· horses tails to 'qbliterate th~ir . ·tracks. 

~~re was rmioh hand· to .hand. fighting all · throu8h the Gap 
and there were numerous ·· .. so1a·1er'e g;raves eoatter~,d .about 
the via-ini ty, For many years, ''i'horoughfEt.re" has 'been 
the name applied ._ to the little ha~et ·tw·o miles -. northeas· 
of .the · Gap·. where ·until a short time . ago, t~ere ·was a · 

· . _statio:n by that name . on the Southern RailriiQ.d :. ;_ but orig: 
· nally the · e~virone of the Gap . wae the -.place lmow:r:i .as .· · · 

"
1l.'hor'oughfare." · · 

At}ide from the busy Qhapman ui1ie, · now lmown as Beyerly~ 1 
lUll, there .. were .. etoree and tanery, saw-mill, slaught·er
houee, and .in 1866, there were ~o _ houses, except_ several 
log oabine that belonged either to the .. Chapman plantatioi 
01, .. to Cloverland, and .the ol·d Carter.;.Dulany home at the 

. ·place now' a·~lled . Thoroughfare. . . .. . . . . . . . .· 
. . . . . 

. · NaturallJ at ~ p_laoe as rioh -111 . dra~t~o lncide~t as is 
. tll.e Gap and :\ts envirp.ne ,- it w9uld be the setting for · 

· · · many ·: ghpst . stories, and . ''Uno le" Joe Ford, who was born . 
a slave on · t~e neigh:t>~ring pl~n~ation of Blantyre, just·' 
through . the ~ap, recalls many ·.tales of superstition that 
are aeeoQ_iated with -the place. BlantY?'e . had a -hundred . · 

. and fifty E.Jlavee; Clove~land and Chapman ·H;ille plaritatici: 
abou·t the same number, and there ·wae much intermingling · 
amongst them, and ghost stories and strange nocturnal en· 

· . counters were oonetan~ly .being told; ·many of whioh -are .. 
still remembered today. . · · . . . .·1• · 

On the r ·oad . th~t ·leads from the ·Gap; · to Hopewe11 ;· Virgi1i 
t9 the _west, a :fou_r horse wagon, driven by a ·soldier, ga: 
lope madly along in· the . still of the night, 8Jld ·.woe to t : 
one ·who _does not get · c;u t ·of:· the pa th.··. There ie a large · 
wh1 te oalf t_hat · 1s ·met just thr_ough · the ~p. :h'equenti~g 

. the roo)ty elope of Po1141 Mountain, ~na 1 t .' e pres.~moe is .. · 
'3Uppoeed to presage deeLth_ to the :beholder. Ab:out ·an· eig 
of· ~ mile .. :from .the Hill, on a grassy ledg·e, where the Ra 
roa~ tracks ·now turn, ·aA· Irishman, named .. J.obnny· ~eeny,_ 

·who was a well kn~n ·oha1aotej' at the Mill and Store ·, ; .wb 
.. he was employed, _ f'.roze to death" one night.- · He was a . Jov 
. fellow and muoh· liked. by the travelers who stopped over 

·-3-
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~ -.. .... At . . th~ et.or·e ·~nd salo:on~ :~ut lnvar18~11 . ·oJ Satur~ay'_ · . ~ .· 
. . night he woUJ.d .. get .drunk, a.nd h.e was .in that. oondition · · 
w~ien he · .froze to · death. · Not long afterwards, ,he ~ae . 

· . s.een ~ t ·. the spot ·where he · died , ·usually oarr1ing h1l1 · 
'.h,ead in hie · hands. · · · · 

. ~f.tre is also .the s·tory of· the ghosti1 . guardian Qf the · 
burled · treaeuea. -at .. the rui~ of th& old ,Ohapman home; . 

· whioh is . repaa·~ad i~ the .repor~ · of ·th.at site. · · · · 

. .. 
· 7• A~& ·. 

. . . . · .. 

.. :. 

. . . . · ' 
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.a. ·soUROIB OF IBJQBlillTIOJI: 

Informants: Mr·. Wirt Henry, .Broad RUn, : Virgirii~· 

. . . . . 

.. . 

. "· 

lb.'. Ado~i~ani P.owell ', '. Manassas, Virginie.. l 

''Uncle" Joa Foi-d, ... Broad. ·&.n, 1/irgini~. · . 

·Mr. Th orzit on Johns on, !fhoroughfare , Vii' gil 

. . . . 

. . . .. 
. ... · . . 
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